Magic Square Target Boards

	8
	6
	1
	8

	3
	7
	5
	3

	10
	2
	9
	4

	5
	0
	4
	6



This board has a 3 by 3 magic square in the top right hand corner. The left hand column and bottom row are filled with random numbers.


The presence of the magic square gives many sub totals of 15 and hence the addition of rows and columns becomes very quick for pupils who notice.  Using the properties of the magic square the sum and difference of rows becomes easy to calculate, encourage pupils to look for explanations of their answers as they seek to unearth the special properties of this target board.

	16
	3
	2
	13

	5
	10
	11
	8

	9
	6
	7
	12

	4
	15
	14
	1



This is a 4 by 4 magic square. See how long it takes pupils to realise!

